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 Council Chambers Special Meeting 5:30 PM 

220 TEXAS BLVD. 

TEXARKANA, TX  75501 

     

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 

 

 
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Bob Bruggeman Mayor Present  

Jean H. Matlock Ward 1 Present  

Willie Ray Ward 2 Absent  

Betty Williams Ward 3 Present  

Vacant Ward 4 Ward 4 Excused  

Christy P. Paddock Ward 5 Present  

Josh Davis Ward 6 Present  

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Whitson, Jennifer Evans, Billy McAnally, Jim Powell, 

Kristin Peeples, Kyle Dooley, Shirley Jaster, Eddie Aulds, Vicky Coopwood, Lisa 

Thompson, Scott Robertson, Sharon Moore, Mashell Daniel, Cindy Foster, Rea Donna 

Jones, and Jerry Sparks. 

 

Legal Counsel: Jeff Lewis 
 

II. CLOSED SESSION 

 

The City Council convened into closed session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 

551.071 (Consultation with Attorney) and Section 551.074 (Personnel Matters) to discuss or 

deliberate amending the City Manager's contract of employment and appointing an interim 

City Manager. 

III. RECONVENED INTO OPEN SESSION 

 

Action Items 

 

1. Ordinance No. 2017-088 amending the City Manager's employment contract. 

 

Public Hearing:   

Second Briefing:   

Council Vote:  August 4, 2017 
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Jeff Lewis briefed the council about the ordinance amending the City Manager's 

contract. The amended contract reassigns Mr. Whitson to the role of Consultant to the 

City Manager and has an end date of March 2, 2018. 

 

Mayor Bruggeman thanked Mr. Whitson, as City Manager, for his wealth of city 

management experience, forward thinking strategies and leadership ability he 

demonstrated in Texarkana, Texas. He also highlighted a few outstanding 

accomplishments during Mr. Whitson's time as the City Manager: 

 

1. Streamlining the fiscal year budgeting process. 

2. Providing employees with the tools needed to do their jobs better. 

3. Preparing the city for the future with supervisory talent. 

4. Building a positive relationship with Texarkana, Arkansas. 

 

In closing, the Mayor said: ".... Mr. Whitson, thank you for your service to our city. 

Lt. Colonel Whitson, thank you for your service to our country".  

 

Council Member Paddock and Council Member Matlock both expressed similar 

sentiments and wished Mr. Whitson well in his future activities. 
(6:05 p.m.) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Betty Williams, Ward 3 

SECONDER: Jean H. Matlock, Ward 1 

AYES: Matlock, Williams, Paddock, Davis 

ABSENT: Ray 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman, Ward 4 

2. Ordinance No. 2017-089 appointing an Interim City Manager. 

 

Public Hearing:   

Second Briefing:   

Council Vote:  August 4, 2017 

 

Deputy City Manager Shirley Jaster was named as the Interim City Manager. Mayor 

Bruggeman was pleased to say that staff is doing a great job for the city and he is 

confident that course will continue under Ms. Jaster's leadership. 

 

Council Member Williams said she feels it is a privilege to serve on the city council 

along with the first female City Manager for Texarkana, Texas. 
(6:13 p.m.) 



Minutes City Council August 4, 2017 

  Page 3   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christy P. Paddock, Ward 5 

SECONDER: Josh Davis, Ward 6 

AYES: Matlock, Williams, Paddock, Davis 

ABSENT: Ray 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman, Ward 4 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

(6:14 p.m.) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jean H. Matlock, Ward 1 

SECONDER: Betty Williams, Ward 3 

AYES: Matlock, Williams, Paddock, Davis 

ABSENT: Ray 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman, Ward 4 

  
Jennifer Evans  

City Secretary 

 Bob Bruggeman  

Mayor 
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Lead Department: City Manager Action Officer: Jennifer Evans, City Secretary  

Subject: Ordinance No. 2017-088 amending the City Manager's employment contract. 

Briefing: 8/4/2017  

Public 

Hearing:  

Second 

Briefing:   

Council 

Vote: 8/4/2017 

 

  Item Schedule 
 

 
Updates/History of Briefing: 

 
NOT APPLICABLE 
 

Executive Summary and Background Information:  
 
The City Council wishes to amend the employment contract of the City Manager. 
 

Potential Options: 

• None 

•  

 

Fiscal Implications: 
None 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Review:  
NONE 
 

Board/Committee Recommendation:   
NOT APPLICABLE 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Meeting Date and Minutes:   
NOT APPLICABLE 

 

Attachments 

a. 2017-088 ORD Amending the City Manager's contract (DOCX) 

b. 2017-088 EXH 'A' Whitson CM contract signed 111212 (PDF) 

 

 

Staff Coordination 

Briefing Sheet
    

Version:  

Update Date: 8/1/2017 5:12 PM 

3.1

Packet Pg. 4
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City Manager Jennifer Evans Department Head Review Completed

 08/01/2017 5:17 PM 

City Manager Jennifer Evans Deputy City Manager Review Skipped

 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

Deputy City Manager - Kyle Dooley Jennifer Evans Deputy City Manager 

Review Skipped 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

Public Information Officer Jennifer Evans PIO Review Skipped

 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

City Manager Jennifer Evans City Manager Review Completed 08/01/2017 

5:17 PM 

City Council Jennifer Evans Meeting Completed 08/04/2017 

5:30 PM 

 

 

Meeting History 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2017-088 

 

  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY MANAGER 

EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT SIGNED NOVEMBER 12, 2012, 

AND SETTING A MUTUALLY-AGREED CONTRACT END 

DATE; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 137-2012, the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, 

authorized the offer of appointment to John A. Whitson to the position of City Manager of the City 

of Texarkana, Texas, which Mr. Whitson accepted; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 142-2012, the City Council authorized entering into the City 

Manager Employment Contract (“the Contract”) by and between the City of Texarkana, Texas, and 

Mr. Whitson, signed on November 12, 2012, and attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated 

herein by reference for all purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Paragraph 5.1.a of the Contract provides that the Contract shall terminate upon 

“[m]utual agreement of the Council and Manager in writing and signed by them”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council and the City Manager mutually agree to amend the Contract and, 

among other amendments, set a mutually-agreed end date of the Contract, as set forth in the 

Amendment to City Manager Employment Contract attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated 

herein by reference for all purposes. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1:  The Amendment to City Manager Employment Contract by and between the City of 

Texarkana, Texas, and John A. Whitson, attached hereto as Exhibit “B”, is approved. 

 

SECTION 2:  The Mayor of the City of Texarkana, Texas, is authorized to execute said Amendment 

to City Manager Employment Contract on behalf of the City of Texarkana, Texas. 

 

SECTION 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

approval. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED in Special Council Session on this the 4th day of August, 2017. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________                ______________________________ 

JENNIFER EVANS, CITY SECRETARY   BOB BRUGGEMAN, MAYOR 

3.1.a
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Lead Department: City Manager Action Officer: Jennifer Evans, City Secretary  

Subject: Ordinance No. 2017-089 appointing an Interim City Manager. 

Briefing: 8/4/2017  

Public 

Hearing:  

Second 

Briefing:   

Council 

Vote: 8/4/2017 

 

  Item Schedule 
 

 
Updates/History of Briefing: 

 
NOT APPLICABLE 
 

Executive Summary and Background Information:  
 
The City Council wishes to appoint an Interim City Manager. 
 

Potential Options: 

• None 

•  

 

Fiscal Implications: 
None 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Review:  
NONE 
 

Board/Committee Recommendation:   
NOT APPLICABLE 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Meeting Date and Minutes:   
NOT APPLICABLE 

 

Attachments 

a. 2017-089 ORD Appointing an Interim City Manager (DOCX) 

 

 

Staff Coordination 

City Manager Jennifer Evans Department Head Review Completed

 08/01/2017 5:14 PM 

Briefing Sheet
    

Version:  

Update Date: 8/1/2017 5:12 PM 

3.2
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City Manager Jennifer Evans Deputy City Manager Review Skipped

 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

Deputy City Manager - Kyle Dooley Jennifer Evans Deputy City Manager 

Review Skipped 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

Public Information Officer Jennifer Evans PIO Review Skipped

 08/01/2017 5:12 PM 

City Manager Jennifer Evans City Manager Review Completed 08/01/2017 

5:18 PM 

City Council Jennifer Evans Meeting Completed 08/04/2017 

5:30 PM 

 

 

Meeting History 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2017-089 

 

  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS, APPOINTING AN INTERIM CITY 

MANAGER; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1:  The appointment of ______________________________ as interim City Manager 

of the City of Texarkana, Texas, be and is hereby approved, subject, however, to the decision of the 

City Council to fill the position of interim City Manager or City Manager by the appointment of 

another. 

 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

approval. 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED in Special Council Session on this the 4th day of August, 2017. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________                ______________________________ 

JENNIFER EVANS, CITY SECRETARY   BOB BRUGGEMAN, MAYOR 
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