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CITY COUNCIL 
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 Council Chambers Special Meeting 6:00 PM 

220 TEXAS BLVD. 

TEXARKANA, TX  75501 

     

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 

 

II. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DR. BRIAN MATTHEWS 

 

 
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Bob Bruggeman Mayor Present  

Jean H. Matlock Ward 1 Present  

Willie Ray Ward 2 Absent  

Tina Veal-Gooch Ward 3 Present  

Brian Matthews Ward 4 Present  

Christy P. Paddock Ward 5 Present  

Josh Davis Ward 6 Absent  

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Whitson, Jennifer Evans, Shirley Jaster, David Orr, 

Kristin Peeples, and Jerry Sparks. 

 

Legal Counsel: None. 
 

III. EXPLANATION OF CANVASS PROCEDURE 

 

Mayor Bruggeman explained the canvassing procedure to council before review of the 

official November 8, 2016 General Election precinct tally sheet documents provided by the 

Bowie County Elections Office. 

IV. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

Action Items 

 

1. Ordinance No. 2016-134 canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the 

General Election held on November 8, 2016 for the purpose of electing a Council 

Member for Ward 1. 
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Public Hearing:   

Second Briefing:   

Council Vote:  November 21, 2016 

 

Mayor Bruggeman passed the General Election tally sheets to council for review 

before the vote. 
(6:09 p.m.) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Matthews, Ward 4 

SECONDER: Jean H. Matlock, Ward 1 

AYES: Matlock, Veal-Gooch, Matthews, Paddock 

ABSENT: Ray, Davis 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman 

2. Ordinance No. 2016-135 canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the 

General Election held on November 8, 2016 for the purpose to propose to voters the 

Adoption of the Fire and Police Employee Relations Act for the Texarkana, Texas, 

Fire Department. 

 

Public Hearing:   

Second Briefing:   

Council Vote:  November 21, 2016 

 

Mayor Bruggeman passed the General Election tally sheets to council for review 

before the vote. 
(6:12 p.m.) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christy P. Paddock, Ward 5 

SECONDER: Brian Matthews, Ward 4 

AYES: Matlock, Veal-Gooch, Matthews, Paddock 

ABSENT: Ray, Davis 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman 

3. Ordinance No. 2016-136 accepting the Certification of Unopposed Candidates in the 

General Election held on November 8, 2016. 

 

Public Hearing:   

Second Briefing:   

Council Vote:  November 21, 2016 

 
(6:13 p.m.) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jean H. Matlock, Ward 1 

SECONDER: Brian Matthews, Ward 4 

AYES: Matlock, Veal-Gooch, Matthews, Paddock 

ABSENT: Ray, Davis 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

(6:15 p.m.) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Matthews, Ward 4 

SECONDER: Jean H. Matlock, Ward 1 

AYES: Matlock, Veal-Gooch, Matthews, Paddock 

ABSENT: Ray, Davis 

EXCUSED: Bruggeman 

 Minutes Finalized - City Secretary & Mayor 

  
Jennifer Evans  

City Secretary 

 Bob Bruggeman  

Mayor 
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Lead Department: City Manager Action Officer: Jennifer Evans, City Secretary  

Subject: 

Ordinance No. 2016-134 canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the 

General Election held on November 8, 2016 for the purpose of electing a 

Council Member for Ward 1. 

Briefing: 11/21/2016  
Public 

Hearing:  
Second 

Briefing:   
Council 

Vote: 11/21/2016 

 

  Item Schedule 
 

 
Updates/History of Briefing: 

 
(Insert Date Here):  
(Insert Text Here) or Select, Delete this and all text with parentheses and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 
 

Executive Summary and Background Information:  
 
 
 

Potential Options: 
 List or “None” 

  

 

Fiscal Implications: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Review:  
(Advisory Board/Committee Name OR say “NONE”) 
 

Board/Committee Recommendation:   
(Insert Date Here): 
 (Insert Text Here or say “NOT APPLICABLE”) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Meeting Date and Minutes:   
(Insert Minutes Here) or Select, Delete this and all text in this area and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 

 

Attachments 

a. 2016-134 ORD CanvassVote Results Ward One 110816 (v3) (DOCX) 

b. 2016 November 8th General Election Official Results (PDF) 

Briefing Sheet
    

Version:  

Update Date: 11/18/2016 11:31 AM 

4.A.1

Packet Pg. 4



City of Texarkana, Texas 

  2 of 2 

c. 2016-134 Goals & Perspectives (DOCX) 

 

 

Staff Coordination 

City Manager John Whitson Department Head Review Completed

 11/17/2016 10:32 AM 

City Attorney Jeffery C. Lewis City Attorney Review Completed 11/17/2016 

12:46 PM 

Assistant City Manager Shirley Jaster Assistant City Manager 

Review Completed 11/17/2016 3:28 PM 

Public Information Officer Lisa Thompson PIO Review Completed

 11/17/2016 3:29 PM 

City Manager John Whitson City Manager Review Completed 11/18/2016 

11:26 AM 

City Council Jennifer Evans Meeting Completed 11/21/2016 

6:00 PM 

 

 

Meeting History 

 

4.A.1
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ORDINANCE NO. 2016-134 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS, CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF 
THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, TEXAS, ON 
NOVEMBER 8, 2016, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING A COUNCIL 
MEMBER FOR WARD ONE; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, on July 25, 2016, duly passed Ordinance 
No. 2016-077 calling a general election to be held on November 8, 2016, for the purpose of electing a 
Council Member for Ward 1 in the City of Texarkana, Texas; and 

 
WHEREAS, said general election for a Council Member for Ward 1 was duly held at the time and places 
specified after due notice was given by posting and by publication as required by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, the official election returns were filed with the Mayor and City Secretary for all Ward 1 
precincts as required by law and the results have been tabulated and set forth in Appendix "A" attached 
hereto and incorporated herein; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Texas Election Code the City Council of the City of Texarkana 
is required to canvass the returns and declare the results of the election. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS: 
 
SECTION 1:  That the canvass of the results of the election shows the candidates in the said election to 
have received the number of votes in their respective race as shown opposite their names in Appendix "A". 

 
SECTION 2:  That the Mayor be and is hereby directed to deliver to Jean Matlock, the person for whom 
the greatest number of votes have been polled for her office, a certificate of election, naming therein the 
office to which the candidate has been elected, the date on which such election was held, and shall sign the 
same and cause the seal of the City to be impressed thereon, pursuant to Section 67.016 of the Texas 
Election Code; the said certificates are to be prepared by the City Secretary for the Mayor’s signature as 
soon as possible after the completion of the canvass and passage of this Ordinance. 

  
SECTION 3:  That, pursuant to Article V, Section 5 of the City Charter, the winning candidate shall 
subscribe to her oath of office within thirty days of the date of this Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 4:  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED in Special Council Session on this the 21st day of November, 2016. 
 
   

_______________________________ 
BOB BRUGGEMAN, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 
  
__________________________________ 
JENNIFER EVANS, CITY SECRETARY  

4.A.1.a
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Developing Perspectives and Goals Pending Approval by the City Council:   

Perspectives Goals 

Serve the Community  Promote an Environmentally Sensitive & Livable Community 

 Provide a Safe Community 

 Deliver Quality Services 

 Foster a Healthy Community 

Run the Operations  Enhance Community Preparedness & Responsiveness 

 Maximize Partnership Opportunities 

 Provide Courteous & Responsive Customer Service 

 Model a Positive City Image 

 Deliver Efficient Services 

 Cultivate Community Involvement & Access 

Manage the Resources  Maintain Fiscal Strength 

 Maximize Utilization & Resources 

 Invest in Infrastructure & Transportation 

Develop Personnel  Develop a Skilled & Diverse Workforce 

 Create a Positive & Rewarding Work Culture 

Perspectives and Goals Additional Comments:   
NONE 

Resource Impact:   

Staff time required if item is approved: No Additional 

Other Potential Impacts:  

NONE APPLICABLE  

 

Public Information Plan:  

 Newspaper Notice (Required by Statute)  Public Hearing (Required by Statute) 

 Public Forum/Input Session  Press Release 

 E-News Distribution  Website Notice 

 Social Media (Twitter, Facebook, etc.)  Special Mailing 

 Flyers Posted  Banners Posted 

 Survey  Automated Phone Call 

 None Required   
 

Other:   

 

4.A.1.c
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Lead Department: City Manager Action Officer: Jennifer Evans, City Secretary  

Subject: 

Ordinance No. 2016-135 canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the 

General Election held on November 8, 2016 for the purpose to propose to voters 

the Adoption of the Fire and Police Employee Relations Act for the Texarkana, 

Texas, Fire Department. 

Briefing: 11/21/2016  
Public 

Hearing:  
Second 

Briefing:   
Council 

Vote: 11/21/2016 

 

  Item Schedule 
 

 
Updates/History of Briefing: 

 
(Insert Date Here):  
(Insert Text Here) or Select, Delete this and all text with parentheses and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 
 

Executive Summary and Background Information:  
 
 
 

Potential Options: 

 List or “None” 

  

 

Fiscal Implications: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Review:  
(Advisory Board/Committee Name OR say “NONE”) 
 

Board/Committee Recommendation:   
(Insert Date Here): 
 (Insert Text Here or say “NOT APPLICABLE”) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Meeting Date and Minutes:   
(Insert Minutes Here) or Select, Delete this and all text in this area and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 

 

Attachments 

Briefing Sheet
    

Version:  

Update Date: 11/18/2016 11:29 AM 

4.A.2
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a. 2016-135 ORD CanvassVote Fire Fighter Collective Bargaining 110816 (v2)

 (DOCX) 

b. 2016 November 8th General Election Official Results (PDF) 

c. 2016-135 Goals & Perspectives (DOCX) 

 

 

Staff Coordination 

City Manager John Whitson Department Head Review Completed

 11/17/2016 10:33 AM 

City Attorney Jeffery C. Lewis City Attorney Review Completed 11/17/2016 

12:45 PM 

Assistant City Manager Shirley Jaster Assistant City Manager 

Review Completed 11/17/2016 3:29 PM 

Public Information Officer Lisa Thompson PIO Review Completed

 11/17/2016 3:30 PM 

City Manager John Whitson City Manager Review Completed 11/18/2016 

11:29 AM 

City Council Jennifer Evans Meeting Completed 11/21/2016 

6:00 PM 

 

 

Meeting History 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2016 - 135 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS, CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF 
THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, TEXAS, 
ON NOVEMBER 8, 2016, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO 
QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID CITY THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 
CITY OF TEXARKANA, TEXAS, SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO ESTABLISH 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FOR THE FIRE FIGHTERS IF A MAJORITY 
OF THE AFFECTED EMPLOYEES FAVOR REPRESENTATION BY AN 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 174 OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT CODE; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, by Ordinance No. 2016-078 effective July 
25, 2016, called for a general election to be held on November 8, 2016, for the purpose of submitting to 
qualified voters of said City the “adoption of the state law applicable to fire fighters that establishes 
collective bargaining” pursuant to Chapter 174 of the Local Government Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, the general election presenting the measure of “adoption of the state law applicable to fire 
fighters that establishes collective bargaining” pursuant to Chapter 174 of the Local Government Code was 
duly held at the time and places specified after due notice was given by posting and by publication as 
required by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, the official election returns were filed with the Mayor and City Secretary for all wards and 
precincts as required by law and the results have been tabulated and set forth in Appendix "A" attached 
hereto and incorporated herein; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Texas Election Code the City Council of the City of Texarkana 
is required to canvass the returns and declare the results of the election. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS: 
 
SECTION 1:  That the City Council hereby finds that the general election presenting the measure of 

“adoption of the state law applicable to fire fighters that establishes collective bargaining” pursuant to 

Chapter 174 of the Local Government Code was held on November 8, 2016 at which election the qualified 

voters were given the opportunity to vote for or against said measure.   

SECTION 2:  That the City Council finds and declares that the returns for such general election are as 

follows. 

FOR 8,194 Adoption of the state law applicable to fire fighters that 

establishes collective bargaining if a majority of the 

affected employees favor representation by an employees 

association, preserves the prohibition against strikes and 

lockouts, and provides penalties for strikes and lockouts. 

AGAINST 2,491 

SECTION 3:  That the City Council further finds and declares that such returns are correct and adopts 
them as the returns of the general election held on November 8, 2016 together with the tabulation of the 
total number of votes received in each precinct attached hereto as Appendix "A" and incorporated herein. 
 
 
 

4.A.2.a
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SECTION 4: That it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Texarkana, Texas, at which this Ordinance was adopted, was open to the public and that public 
notice of the time, place, and purpose of said meeting was given as required by Chapter 551 of the Texas 
Government Code. 

 
SECTION 5:  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED in Special Council Session on this the 21st day of November, 2016. 
 
   
 

___________________________ 
BOB BRUGGEMAN, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 
  
 
 
_________________________________________ 
JENNIFER EVANS, CITY SECRETARY 

4.A.2.a
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Developing Perspectives and Goals Pending Approval by the City Council:   

Perspectives Goals 

Serve the Community  Promote an Environmentally Sensitive & Livable Community 

 Provide a Safe Community 

 Deliver Quality Services 

 Foster a Healthy Community 

Run the Operations  Enhance Community Preparedness & Responsiveness 

 Maximize Partnership Opportunities 

 Provide Courteous & Responsive Customer Service 

 Model a Positive City Image 

 Deliver Efficient Services 

 Cultivate Community Involvement & Access 

Manage the Resources  Maintain Fiscal Strength 

 Maximize Utilization & Resources 

 Invest in Infrastructure & Transportation 

Develop Personnel  Develop a Skilled & Diverse Workforce 

 Create a Positive & Rewarding Work Culture 

Perspectives and Goals Additional Comments:   
NONE 

Resource Impact:   

Staff time required if item is approved: No Additional 

Other Potential Impacts:  

NONE APPLICABLE  

 

Public Information Plan:  

 Newspaper Notice (Required by Statute)  Public Hearing (Required by Statute) 

 Public Forum/Input Session  Press Release 

 E-News Distribution  Website Notice 

 Social Media (Twitter, Facebook, etc.)  Special Mailing 

 Flyers Posted  Banners Posted 

 Survey  Automated Phone Call 

 None Required   
 

Other:   
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Lead Department: City Manager Action Officer: Jennifer Evans, City Secretary  

Subject: 

Ordinance No. 2016-136 accepting the Certification of Unopposed Candidates 

in the General Election held on November 8, 2016. 

Briefing: 11/21/2016  
Public 

Hearing:  
Second 

Briefing:   
Council 

Vote: 11/21/2016 

 

  Item Schedule 
 

 
Updates/History of Briefing: 

 
(Insert Date Here):  
(Insert Text Here) or Select, Delete this and all text with parentheses and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 
 

Executive Summary and Background Information:  
 
 
 

Potential Options: 
 List or “None” 

  

 

Fiscal Implications: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
(Insert Text Here) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Review:  
(Advisory Board/Committee Name OR say “NONE”) 
 

Board/Committee Recommendation:   
(Insert Date Here): 
 (Insert Text Here or say “NOT APPLICABLE”) 
 

Advisory Board/Committee Meeting Date and Minutes:   
(Insert Minutes Here) or Select, Delete this and all text in this area and say “NOT APPLICABLE” 

 

Attachments 

a. 2016-136 ORD Certifying Unopposed Candidates for Election 110816 (v2)

 (DOCX) 

b. 2016-136 Exhibit A Certification of Unopposed Candidates 110816 signed(PDF) 

Briefing Sheet
    

Version: A 

Update Date: 11/12/2016 2:36 PM 

4.A.3
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c. 2016-136 Goals & Perspectives (DOCX) 

 

 

Staff Coordination 

City Manager John Whitson Department Head Review Completed

 11/09/2016 4:51 PM 

City Attorney Jeffery C. Lewis City Attorney Review Completed 11/10/2016 

8:56 AM 

Assistant City Manager Shirley Jaster Assistant City Manager 

Review Completed 11/10/2016 10:50 AM 

Public Information Officer Lisa Thompson PIO Review Completed

 11/10/2016 11:47 AM 

City Manager John Whitson City Manager Review Completed 11/10/2016 

12:32 PM 

City Council Jennifer Evans Meeting Completed 11/21/2016 

6:00 PM 

 

 

Meeting History 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2016 - 136 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS, ACCEPTING THE CERTIFICATION OF UNOPPOSED STATUS 
FROM THE CITY SECRETARY FOR THE POSITIONS OF MAYOR, 
COUNCIL MEMBER WARD FOUR, AND COUNCIL MEMBER WARD SIX 
IN THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON NOVEMBER 8, 2016 IN THE CITY 
OF TEXARKANA, TEXAS; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas by Ordinance No. 2016-077, effective July 25, 
2016, called for a general election to be held on November 8, 2016 for qualified voters in the City of Texarkana, 
Texas, for the purpose of electing a Mayor, a Council Member for Ward 4, and a Council Member for Ward 6; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the general election was duly held at the time and places specified after due notice was given by 
posting and by publication as required by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current incumbents in the positions of Mayor, Council Member for Ward 4, and Council 
Member for Ward 6, made application for the November 8, 2016 ballot as of August 22, 2016 by 5:00 p.m. and 
ran unopposed in the general election held on November 8, 2016 as shown on the Certification of Unopposed 
Candidates for Other Political Subdivisions (Not County) attached hereto as “Exhibit A” and incorporated 
herein. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS: 
 

SECTION 1:  That upon receipt of the certification of the unopposed status of each candidate, the City Council 

of the City of Texarkana, Texas, accepts the Certification of Unopposed Candidates for Other Political 

Subdivisions (Not County) from the City Secretary, attached hereto as “Exhibit A”, and declares that the current 

incumbents are unopposed, pursuant to Section 2.053 of the Texas Election Code, and elected to their respective 

offices for the next term as follows: 

        Mayor      Bob Bruggeman 

        Council Member Ward 4                 Brian L. Matthews 

        Council Member Ward 6                 Josh Davis 

SECTION 2:  That the Mayor is hereby directed to deliver a certificate of election, naming therein the office to 
which each candidate has been elected, the date on which such election was to be held and shall sign the same 
and cause the seal of the City to be impressed thereon, pursuant to Section 67.016 of the Texas Election Code; 
the said certificate is to be prepared by the City Secretary for the Mayor’s signature as soon as possible after the 
receipt of the certification of unopposed status and the passage of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3:  That, pursuant to Article V, Section 5 of the City Charter, each winning candidate shall subscribe 
to his oath of office within thirty days of the date of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 4:  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED in Special Council Session on this the 21st day of November, 2016. 
 
   

________________________________ 
BOB BRUGGEMAN, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 
 
 
 _____________________________________ 
JENNIFER EVANS, CITY SECRETARY 
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City of Texarkana, Texas 

  1 of 1 

Developing Perspectives and Goals Pending Approval by the City Council:   

Perspectives Goals 

Serve the Community  Promote an Environmentally Sensitive & Livable Community 

 Provide a Safe Community 

 Deliver Quality Services 

 Foster a Healthy Community 

Run the Operations  Enhance Community Preparedness & Responsiveness 

 Maximize Partnership Opportunities 

 Provide Courteous & Responsive Customer Service 

 Model a Positive City Image 

 Deliver Efficient Services 

 Cultivate Community Involvement & Access 

Manage the Resources  Maintain Fiscal Strength 

 Maximize Utilization & Resources 

 Invest in Infrastructure & Transportation 

Develop Personnel  Develop a Skilled & Diverse Workforce 

 Create a Positive & Rewarding Work Culture 

Perspectives and Goals Additional Comments:   
NONE 

Resource Impact:   

Staff time required if item is approved: No Additional 

Other Potential Impacts:  

NONE APPLICABLE  

 

Public Information Plan:  

 Newspaper Notice (Required by Statute)  Public Hearing (Required by Statute) 

 Public Forum/Input Session  Press Release 

 E-News Distribution  Website Notice 

 Social Media (Twitter, Facebook, etc.)  Special Mailing 

 Flyers Posted  Banners Posted 

 Survey  Automated Phone Call 

 None Required   
 

Other:   
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